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Taming the
technology
beast

TIPS ON MERGING
HI-TECH WITHHIGH STYLE

[BY FATTI ROTH
SRECIAL TD S9N SENTINEL

echnaology plays a key rolein our lves, but it doesn't
have to detract from our décor, We've gathered a few
unigue products, expert tips and DIY ideas for helping
you to merge hi-tech with high stvie,

Must-see TV

Plantation interior Designer Elolse Kubliof Collective Con-
struction & Design suggests making the wall on which your
Large Mat screen television hangs a focal point by painting it
a different hue from the other walls or adding textire, @i ther
from a decorative faux-finish or dimensiongd element Like
siacked stane.

Elizabeth Glenmn, an irstructor at the Art Instituteof Fort
Lauderdale, suggests taking advantage of 8 blank TV screen
when it's niot in wse by running a slide show of family photos
ar other favorile scenes

For those who prefer a variation from the uspal black
frame and black stand, some flatscreens now feature silver
Lrim to creates mane unigue Look.

Wayward wires

Elizabeth Glenn suggestsa DEY idea for wires vou'd Like to

disguise. Electrical tape is sold in a variety of hues and you
just might find the right tone for wrapping your wires and

allowing them Loblend subitly against the wall.

If your power sirips resembie wild snake pits, you might
opl lora steeker look by threading the wires throughan
enclosed CablaBos. Soid inwhite or black for about $30at
The Container Store and containerstore.com
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o The Converge POP Charging i

Station by Quirky is suitahle for
display and comes inan array
of hises. (Photo courtesy of The
Container Store)

Speaking of speakers

Mautilus speakers from Bowers & Wilkins featurea distine-
tive sculptural profile. The snail-like design with horns was
engineered for sound quality, butthe unusual shape also is
part of the appeal, says Scott Rundle. director of market-
ing for Bowers & Wilkins. "It is st sbout art as much as [its
about) music,” he says. The standard models are sold in
neid néght blue or white, but BEW alsooffers custom-paing
eptions. Abaut S60,000 for a pair. Sold at Magnalin Design
Center sites fwithin select Best Buy stores) including Boca
Raton, Pembroke Pines and Aventura.

The selection of Beolab speakers at Bang & Dlufsen
includes spme intriguing shapes. Beolab 18 s tall and sleek
in wood and anodzed aluminum, while Beolab 5 sort of
resembles a futuristic space station, with a cone-shape
base topped by a trio of brushed aluminum discs. Prices lor
Bealab speakers range from about 34,000 to 538)000.

Far & natural setting, some outdoor weather-resistant
speakers aredisguised to resemble rocks. Dimensions vary
a5 do facades, including granite, coraland lava. About SI00
to 5350 for many models at bestbuy.com, amazon.com and
olhers.

Hold the phone!
Far a whimsical approach Lo parking a partable phone,
PBTeen.com offers fun options. The selection includes a
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#» Flat-screen televissans with sitver frames and silver bases are
astylishalternative to all black (Fhoto cowrtesy of Best Buy )

v Speakers disguised as rocks
are periect for outdoos Living.
[Phota courtesy of Best Buy)

—— »» The Bobino Folding Phone
Holder comes in black or
white. [Phota courtesy of
- Thia Container Sfore}

bright yellow ball with an emoji-ish smiley face, a slice of
watermelon, and the red toothy smile of white shark. Prices
are 520 and 535 at PETeen.com

Bobino Folding Phone Holder provides a platform for the
device direcily under the socket where it’s powering up. The
phone holder, in white or black, hangs from the adapter
pluggedinto the outlet. About SB at The Container Store,
conteinerstore.com and Amazoncom

Power-up stations

Professional organizer Michedle Warthington of Worthy
Spaces in Boca Raton suggests repurposing a junk drawer
a5 @ charging station. Plece & power strip in the drawer, rowt
out a hale for the plug to reach a socket, and the array of
family phones, tablets and other portable devices are neatly
tucked away while recharging.

Some docking stations are suitable for display. The
Comverge POPCharging Station by Quirky features a sleek
easel-like profile with four LISB outlets. They're offered inan
arrgy of hues, including lime, white and agua. About 530 at
The Container Store and containerstore.com



