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The holidays are closing in 
fast. Don’t blink — or they’ll 
be here  before you finish read-
ing. What does that mean? It 
means, of  course, that it’s time 
to get the house ready for the 
family and friends who will be 
on hand to celebrate.

EDIT AND ORGANIZE
Before starting to decorate or 

buy new decorations, it can be a 
good idea to go through what’s 
already there, says professional 
organizer Beth Levin, owner 
of  Miami Beach-based Closet 
Queen. “People accrue things 
over the years, and you may 
want to edit what you have,” she 
says. “Donate the extras to a 
charity that can use them.”

Can’t bear to part with 
anything? “Then you may not 
want to put everything out 
every year,” Levin says.

How to find space for what 
does need to be displayed? “Put 
away your year-round accesso-
ries to make room for the ones 
for the holidays,” Levin says.

So what’s out there on the 
decorating front this year?

LED OPTIONS
People are buying LEDs 

instead of  incandescent bulbs. 

About 50 percent of  light sales 
at Christmas Palace, which has 
locations in Hialeah and Fort 
Lauderdale, are LEDs this 
year, says owner Jimmy Knips. 
“Last year it was only 15 to 20 
percent,” he adds.

LEDs are also popular with 
customers at The Home De-
pot. “Most people buy them 
because they last longer and 
have brighter light,” says Argeo 
Tamayo, manager of  the Miami 
store. “You can also connect 
seven strings with one exten-
sion instead of  two or three, so 
instead of  150 lights you can 
have 600.”

Although they are a bit more 
expensive than incandescent, 
LEDs offer more options, both 
indoors and out. “You can link 
them to your smartphone to 
control them,” Tamayo says. 
“You can have any color, and 
you can change from one color 
to another — red one day, 
green the next, or multiples.”

LEDs can also be pro-
grammed as chase lights, and 
speeds and patterns are easily 
changeable. “With incandes-
cents, you can make them 
twinkle, but not much more,” 
Knip says.

LEDs are good for Cha-
nukah, too. “We have LED 
menorahs for both indoors and 
outdoors,” Knips says.

STYLISH COLORS
Knips has seen a shift 

in color preferences for 
decorations this year. 
“Silver themes are popular 
this year,” he says. “It’s the 
first year I can remember that 
silver has outsold gold.”

Perhaps in part because of  
the popularity of  the movie 
Frozen, white is another big 
seller. “People are looking for 
more icy, wintery effects this 
year, not just red and green 
anymore,” Knips says.

Inflatable Santas, reindeer, 
snowmen and other holiday 
figures for the outdoors can 
be colorful and eye-catching. 
“You just connect them to a 
timer, and a motor underneath 
blows them up,” Tamayo says. 
“They take just a few minutes 
to inflate.”

HELPING SANTA
One serious problem with 

most South Florida homes is a 
lack of  chimneys. How in the 
world is Santa supposed to get 
into the house?

Although Santa does seem 
always to find a way, a magi-
cal key from Christmas Palace 
makes it easier. A child can 
record a verbal wish or just a 
greeting for Santa on the key. 
“Then when it’s time to go to 
sleep, you put the key on the 

door and Santa uses it to get 
in,” Knips says. “Santa can also 
record a message from himself  
for the child to hear in the 
morning. After that, the key 
can be an ornament to hang 
on the tree, and a keepsake for 
years to come.”

CHOOSING A TREE
And speaking of  trees: 

LEDs make the faux ones 
more convenient. Instead of  
extension cords that have to be 
threaded through the tree sec-
tion by section, all the branches 
simply attach to the central 
pole, which is the only electri-
cal connection required. “It 
makes assembly easier,” Knips 
says.

LET IT SNOW
For those who miss be-

ing up north for the holidays, 
Christmas Palace has a tree that 
simulates snow. The white stuff 

comes out the top, goes down 
through the branches and then 
is recycled back to the top. “It 
looks like the tree is always in a 
snowfall,” Knips says.

But although many people 
prefer the convenience and 
reuseability of  artificial trees, 
many others still insist on 
fresh, live trees. “Fresh trees 
are our No. 1 seller,” Tamayo 
says. “People make it a family 
event and take pictures when 
they come to choose a tree.”

MEMORIES ARE
MADE OF THIS

Whatever December holiday 
is being celebrated, decorations 
tend to become keepsakes, and 
take on added meaning as the 
years pass.

 “My whole family deco-
rates our house for Hanukkah 
every year,” says Julie Talenfeld, 
president of  Boardroom Com-
munications in Fort Lauder-
dale. “Since I was a little girl, 
I’ve loved collecting Judaica 
from all over. We have many 
pretty menorahs, dreidels, 
Tzedakah boxes and blue and 
silver wreaths displayed around 
our home. I also mix in pretty 
Jewish treasure boxes and 
dreidel and Jewish star pottery 
and boxes, as well as Hanuk-
kah pictures my son Jon and 
daughter Jacqueline made in 
preschool.”

And whether a home is a 
traditional or nontraditional 
one, holidays make lasting 
memories for kids. At the 
Jewish Adoption and Family
Care Options Village in 
Sunrise, all the youngsters help 
to get ready for Hanukkah. 
“Decorating gives them a sense 
of  camaraderie and family,” 
says Executive Director Sarah 
Franco. 

The kids take turns light-
ing the electric menorah in 
the window, adding another 
bulb each night, drape tables 
with blue and white cloths and 
fill vases with Hanukkah gelt, 
Franco adds. “Many create 
their own dreidel cutouts for 
their bedrooms.”

Get home ready
FOR HOLIDAYS
Before heading out to buy new decorations, go through 

what you already have and decide what to keep.

Inflatable figures are easy to use and add color and fun to a home’s outdoor decor.  Right, faux wreaths and garlands that look 
like the real thing can add festiveness to a home’s holiday decor. (Photos courtesy of The Home Depot)

Trees pre-lit with LEDs can be programmed to change color. Above right: Outdoor 
lighting can turn a home into a holiday wonderland. (Photos courtesy of The Home 
Depot).  Right: Menorahs, dreidles and other Hanukkah decorations add to the spirit 
of the holiday. (Courtesy of Julie Talenfeld)


